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Prijateljsko pismo bosanskog reisu-l-uleme i vrhovnog muftije (1993-2012) dr. Mustafe CERICA
europskim biskupima od 26. oktobra 2015. godine procitano u Rimu povodom pedesete godisnjice slanja
pastirskog pisma poljskih biskupa od 18. novembra 1965. godine njihovoj duhovnoj braéi te odgovora
njemackih biskupa od 5. decembra 1965. godine.

Mi pribvatamo vas i Zelimo da vi pribvatite nas...
Europa je i vas i nas dom,
u vasem i nasem miru,
u vasoj i nasoj sigurnosti,
v o v .o .
u vasem i nasem prijateljstvu.

Postovani prijatelji,

ocas¢en sam pozivom Nj. E. ambasadora Piotra Nowina-Konopka da aktivno
sudjelujern u ¢inu sje¢anja na povijesno pastirsko pismo kojeg su poljski
biskupi uputili njemackim biskupima i na njihov odgovor poljskim biskupima prije
pedeset godina.
Pastirsko pismo biskupa u svakom covjeku dobre volje budi danas osjec¢aj mira i

prijateljstva. Zaista, ovo pismo pobuduje iskrenu Zelju za pomirenjem medu bra¢om.
Rim je pravo mjesto za ovo povijesno sjecanje.

Ali ovo nije samo pravo mjesto. Ovo je i pravo vrijeme za poticaj svima u svijetu
da uzmu pouku i prime poruku iz ovog pastirskog pisma: pouku da je bolje srce
koji voli nego ono koje mrzi; i poruku da je bolja ruka koja pise lijepu rije¢ nego

ona koja ubija.



Cijenjeni biskupi,

Potaknut primjerom vase bratske i pastirske ljubavi u Europi, osjetio sam potrebu i
slobodu da vama, europskim biskupima, napisem pismo u ime moje vjere islama, moje
kulture Bo$njaka i povijesnog iskustva moje zemlje Bosne. Ovo pismo je prijateljsko.
Prvo ubistvo je bilo bratoubilacko. Kabil je ubio svog brata Habila. Isaa, a.s., su
prihvatili i slijedili prijatelji, njegovi uéenici, apostoli. Oni nisu bili njegova braca,
ve¢ su bili njegovi prijatelji po ljubavi. Dakle, ljubav prijatelja moze biti jaca i od
ljubavi braée po krvi.

Prve muslimane u Mekki progonila su njihova bra¢a. Utociste i zastitu pruzio im
je krs¢anski kralj Abesinije Negus. On je bio i ostao povijesni simbol prijateljstva
izmedu muslimana i krs¢ana. U tome je, vjerovatno, primordijalna tajna kur’anske
pouke i poruke muslimanima: - Zasigurno ées shvatiti da su (vam) najblizi prijatelji
oni koji vieruju i koji kagu: “Mi smo krscani”, zato Sto medu njima ima svecenika i

monaha. [ zato sto nisu oholi. Kur'an, 5:82).

Postovani prijatelji,

Ovaj kur’anski opis vase pastoralne skromnosti obavezuje me da vas postujem i
prihvatim kao prijatelje. Svjestan sam da je bilo i da ¢e biti nekih koji ¢itaju Kur'an
sa namjerom da se potakne na neprijateljsvo. Ja vam piSem ovo pismo u ime veline
muslimana koji ¢itaju Kur’an i nalaze u njemu razloge za prijateljstvo. Razumjet Cete,
stoga, da za mene nema snaznije motivacije od ove kur’anske da vam ponudim
prijateljstvo, kao i da primim vase.

Takoder, razumjet ¢ete da je za mene privilegija da vam se, kao jedan od onih koji
su prezivjeli genocid u zemlji Bosni, obraéam sa porukom prijateljstva i pozivom na
etiku zajedni$tva. Proglost, u kojoj je bilo gresaka, ne mozemo promijeniti, ali mozemo
utjecati da nam buduénost bude bolja od proslosti u duhu zajednistva na koje nas
obavezuje Bozja rije¢ od Adema, Nuha, Ibrahima, Musaa, Isaa i Muhmmeda, a.s.

Ako je u proslosti i bilo mogucée graditi i ogradivati zidovima ekskluzivne prostore
poput kris¢endoma i islamdoma, danas to viSe nije moguée. Ne samo u Europi,
ve¢ nigdje u svijetu ni jedna vjera, ni jedna kultura, ni jedna nacija ne moze biti u
izolaciji. Sve vjere, kulture i nacije u svijetu su « priori upucene jedna na drugu i zato
je nuzno da se medusobno upoznaju. Tu istinu Kur'an Casni posebno naglasava:

- O [judi, Mi vas od jednog muskarca i jedne zZene stvaramo i na narode i plemena vas
dijelimo da biste se medusobno upoznali. Najbolji medu vama je onaj sa najdosljednijim

moralom. Bog sve zna. (Kur'an, 49:13).



Cijenjeni biskupi,

Dopustite mi da kazem da nasa Europa danas nije niti na margini od sredista Jerusalema
i Svete Zemlje niti je Europa centar svijeta. Europa je danas u zajedni$tvu sa samom
sobom i sa cijelim svijetom. Dakako, Europa je u specificnom zajednistvu sa islamskim
svijetom prostorno, povijesno, kulturno i ekonomski. U stvari, europska i islamska
civilizacija su sudbinski spojene poput sijamskih blizanaca. Svaki pokusaj njihovog
razdvajanja izaziva bol i patnju i kod jednog i kod drugog civilizacijskog kruga.
Prema tome, svi postajemo svjesni da bi nasilno razdvajanje europske i islamske civilizacije,
kao sijamskih blizanaca, dovelo do instatne smrti obe ili samo jedne. Niko ne zna
koje. Zbog toga, europska i islamska civilizacija nemaju izbor ve¢ da se medusobno
upoznaju i prihvate u duhu obostranog prijateljstva, utemeljnog na svijesti o pravu
svakog Covjeka na zivot, vjeru, slobodu, imetak i ¢ast.

Stoga, osje¢am slobodu da vas pozovem da ne zatvaramo europska vrata ispred
onih koji traze utociste kod nas, niti da podizemo zidove protiv onih koji nam dolaze
zato $to su im unistili dom i domovinu. Europa je prezivjela sve $to je Ziv covjek mogao
prezivjeti: beskrajne podjele, dugotrajne ratove, nepodnogljive patnje, bespostedne
progone... Ali, Europa se dizala iz pepela od Vestfalije (1648) do Maastrihta (1992)

i pokazala cijelom svijetu da je sposobna za mir i suzivot, da je spremna da usvoji
etiku zajednistva.

Svakako, vasa pisma, postovani biskupi, iz 1965. godine su uveliko pridonijeli da
Europa bude ono $to danas jeste - kontinent mira, suzivota, socijalne pravde i
blagostanja za sve ljude dobre volje. Zato je neobjasnjivo zasto se potkraj dvadesetog
stolje¢a na tlu ove i ovakve Europe u mojoj zemlji Bosni dogodio genocid protiv
mog naroda, koji bastini hiljadugidi$nju tradiciju vrijednosti na kojima pociva
danasnja Europa, a to su vrijednosti ljudske casti i dostojanstva, ljudskog prava i
slobode, ljudskog mira i suzivota te vrijednost jedinstva u razli¢itosti.

Ako je papa Franjo rekao da je Sarajevo Jerusalem Europe, onda Europa ima pravo
da bude ponosna da ima Sarajevo, kao $to je Sarajevo ponosno $to pripada otvorenoj i

slobodnoj Europi, u kojoj se “nikad vise” ne smije ponoviti ni holokaust ni genocid.



Postovani europski biskupi,

Ocito, svi smo u strahu. Vi u Europi ste u strahu od Sirenja straha od islama. A
mi muslimani u Europi smo u strahu od onih koji $ire strah od nas ovdje i sada.
Ako iko, onda Europa ima iskustvo o laznim strahovima od drugog i drugacijeg.
O tome upravo govore vasa pisma, koja ste napisali da biste oslobodili sebe i druge
od laznog straha od samih sebe i od drugih i drugacijih. Zato vasa pisma imaju
povijesnu vaznost ne samo za vas biskupe, ve¢ za sve Europljane, koji vjeruju da su
istina, pravda, mir i pomirenje vrijednosti prvoga reda. Stoga se nadam, cijenjeni
biskupi, da ¢e te razumjeti ovo pismo, koje potpisuju ugledni muftije, imami i
muslimanski intelektualci u Europi, kao glas razuma i spoznaje da su nam Adem i
Hava zajednicki otac i majka. Nije moguée da svi sve znamo jedni o drugima, ali je
mogude da jedni druge prihvatimo onakvim kakvi se sami jedni drugima predstavljamo

bez predrasuda i bez straha.
Mi prhvatamo vas i zelimo da vi prihvatite nas bez straha i bez predrasuda.

Nije samo znanje, potrebna i volja da prihvatimo jedni druge u duhu opéeg
dobra za sve nas ovdje i sada u Europi, koja nema potrebe da bude u strahu od bilo
koga i bilo ¢ega, najmanje od islama i muslimana, koji u svom imenu nose znacenje
miroljubivog covjeka.

Prije kraja ovoga pisma donosim vam nekoliko citata iz Kur'ana Casnog, koji govore
o nasem duhovnom zajednistvu i koji nas oslobadaju straha jednih od drugih:

- [ Mi rekosmo: - O Ademe, Zivite, ti i Zena tvoja, u dzennetu i jedite u njemu koliko
god Zelite i odakle god hocete, ali se ovom drvetu ne priblizujte pa da sami sebi nepravdu
nanesete! (2:35). Recite: - Mi vjerujemo u Boga i u ono $to se objavljuje nama, i u ono
Sto je objavijeno Ibrahimu, i Ismailu, i Ishaku, i Jakubu, i unucima, i u ono Sto je dato
Musao i Isau, i u ono sto je dato vjerovjesnicima od Gospodara njihova; mi ne pravimo
nikakve razlike medu njima, i mi se samo Njemu pokoravamo. (2:136). I kada meleki
rekose: - O Merjema, tebe je Bog odabrao i &istom stvorio, i boljom od svibh Zena na
svijetu ucinio. (3:42). A ona rece: - Gospodaru moj, kako éu imati dijete kad me nijedan
muskarac nije ni dodirnuo? - Eto tako. Bog stvara sto hoce. Kada nesto odluci, On samo
zato rekne: “Budi!*- I ono bude. (3:.47). A kada meleci rekose: - O Merjema, Bog ti javlja
radosnu vijest, Njegovom Rijecju: ime ée mu biti Mesih, Isa, sin Merjemin, bice viden i

na ovom i na onom svijetu i jedan od Bogu bliskih; (3:45).

Na kraju, postovani biskupi, pozivam vas da mi se pridruzite u ovoj molitvi, koju
sam viSe puta izgovorio na kolektivnoj dZenazi u Potocarima kod Srebrenice pred

dusama Zrtava genocida:



Boze Milostivi, ako mi zaboravimo 1ebe, nemoj Ti zaboraviti nas;
Ako pogrijesimo, podari nam snagu Ademovog (a.s.) pokajanja;
Ako nas zamraci krivovjerje, osvjetli nam put lbrabhimovim (a.s.) pravovjerjem;
Ako nas zadesi nesreca, pouci nas Nuhovoj (a.s.) ladi spasa;
Ako nas ubvati strah od silnika, osposobi nas Musaovom (a.s.) pravdom;
Ako nam se ponudi mrznja, spasi nas Isaovom (a.s.) ljnbaviju;
Ako budemo protjerani iz domova nasih, osnazi nas Muhamedovom (a.s.) zeljom za

povratkom domovima nasim.

U nadi da ¢emo se susretati uvijek u miru i razumijevanju, primite iskrene izraze

g
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Dr. Mustafa CERIC

Reisu-l-ulema Islamske zajednice u Bosni i Hercegovini
(1993-2012)
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The friendly Muslim letter of the Grand Mufti of Bosnia (1993-2012) Dr. Mustafa CERIC to the
European Bishops of October 26, 2015 read in Rome on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of
the pastoral letter of the Polish Bishops of November 18, 1965 to their German spiritual brothers
and the response of the German Bishops of December s, 1965

We accept and we beg for acceptance
Europe is your and our homeland,
in your and our peace,
in your and our security,

in your and our friendship.

Dear Friends,

&’am honoured by the invitation of His Excellency Ambassador Piotr Nowin-Konopak
% to actively participate in the remembrance of the historic pastoral letter that
the Polish Bishops had addressed to the German Bishops and their response to the
Polish Bishops fifty years ago.

This pastoral letter of the bishops evokes in each and every man a sense of good will
for peace and friendship. Indeed, this letter awakens a sincere desire for reconciliation

among brothers.
Rome is the right place for this historical memory.
But, this is not only the right place. This is also the right time for an incentive to

all people of good heart in the world to learn a lesson and accept the message of this
pastoral letter: the lesson is that the heart of love is better than the heart of hate;
and the message is that the hand of good healer is better than the hand of evil killer.



Dear Eminences,

Inspired by the example of your fraternal and pastoral love in Europe, I felt the need
and the freedom to write you, the European Bishops, this letter on behalf of my faith
Islam, my Bosniak culture and the historical experience of my homeland Bosnia.
This letter is an expression of friendship. As you know, the first murder was fratricidal.
Cain killed his brother Abel. Jesus, the son of Mary, peace be upon him, was
accepted and followed by his friends, his disciples, the apostles, Al-Hawariyyun.
They were not his relative brothers. They were his friends in love. Thus, the love of
friends can be even stronger than the love of brothers by blood.

The first Muslims in Mecca were persecuted by their brothers. In order to save
themselves from their brothers, they found refuge in the Christian friend, the king
of Abyssinia, Negus. Thus, the king Negus has become a historic symbol of friendship
between Muslims and Christians. Perhaps, here lies the primordial wisdom of the
Qur’anic guidance to the Muslims: - You will surely find the nearest of them in affection
to (you) the believers who say: “We are Christians.” That is because among them are priests

and monks. And because they are not arrogant. (Quran, 5:82).

Dear Friends,

This Qur’anic description of your pastoral modesty requires my acceptance of and

respect for you as my friends. I am aware that there have been and there will be some
who read the Qur’an with the intention of encouraging an enmity. I write to you on

behalf of the majority of Muslims who read the Qur’an and they find there the reasons
for friendship. You will understand, therefore, that for myself, there is no stronger

motivation than the Qur’an to offer you my friendship, and to receive yours.

You will also understand that it is my privilege, as one of genocide survivors in
Bosnia, to address you with a message of friendship and to invite you to the common
virtue of ethics of sharing. What is life but sharing? Our mistakes of the past we
cannot change. But, we can influence that our future be better than our past in the
spirit of the ethics sharing as we are taught by the eternal word of God from Adam
through Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus to Muhammad, peace be upon all of them.

If it was possible in the past to build walls and hedge exclusive spaces such as
Christendom and Islamdom, today this is no longer possible. Not only in Europe,
but also anywhere in the world no one religion, no one culture, no one nation can
be in isolation. All religions, cultures and nations of the world rely a priori on each
other and therefore it is necessary that we know each other. This truth has been

highlighted in the Holy Quran in this way: - O men! Behold, We have created you



all out of a male and a female, and have made you into nations and tribes, so that you
might come to know one another. Verily, the noblest of you in the sight of God is the one
who is most deeply conscious of Him. Behold, God is all-knowing, all-aware. (49:13).

Dear Eminences,
Allow me to tell you that our Europe today is not on the margins of the centre of
Jerusalem and the Holy Land nor is Europe the centre of the world today. Europe
today is together with itself and the whole world. Indeed, Europe is in a specific
relationship with the Islamic world: geographically, historically, culturally and
economically. In fact, the European and Islamic civilizations are fused by a destiny
like Siamese twins. Any attempt of their separation causes pain and suffering in
both of these two civilizational circles. Therefore, we are all aware that a severe surgical
separation of the European and Islamic civilizations, as in the case of Siamese twins,
would lead to the instant death of both or one only. No one knows which one. Because
of this, the European and Islamic civilizations do not have a choice but to know
and accept each other in the spirit of mutual friendship, based on the consciousness
of the right of all men and women to life, religion, freedom, property and diglity.

Thus I feel free to call you up that we don’t close our European doors to those
seeking refuge with us. I call that we don’t build walls against those who come to
us because their homes and homeland have been destroyed. Europe has survived all
that the living human being could have survived: the endless divisions, long lasting
wars, unbearable suffering, merciless persecution... But Europe rose from its ashes
from Westphalia (1648) to Maastricht (1992) and showed the whole world that it is

capable of peace and coexistence, that it is ready to adopt the ethics of sharing.

Your Emonences,
Certainly, your letters from 1965 have greatly contributed to Europe being what it is
today - a continent of peace, coexistence, social justice and prosperity for all people
of good will. Therefore, it is inexplicable why at the end of the twentieth century
on the territory of this Europe as it is, a genocide was allowed to happen against my
people in Bosnia, the land with a thousand years of great human values which are
the essence of today’s Europe, the values of od human good and dignity, human rights
and freedoms, human peace and coexistence and the value of unity in diversity.

If Pope Francis said that the city of Sarajevo is the Jerusalem of Europe, then Europe
has the right to be proud of its Sarajevo in the same way as the city of Sarajevo is
proud to belong to an open and free Europe, where the cry of “Never Again” to

Holocaust and Genocide must become embedded in the minds of all of us.



Dear European bishops,

Obviously, we are all in fear. You in Europe are in fear of a spreading fear of Islam.
And we Muslims in Europe are in fear of those who spread the fear from us here
and now. If anyone has it, it is Europe that has an experience of the false fears from
those who are different. This is precisely what your letters are all about: the call to
freedom from false fears of you yourselves and of the others who are different from
you. It is because of that that your letters have a historic importance not only for
you as bishops, but also for all Europeans, who believe that truth, justice, peace and
reconciliation are values of the first order. So, I hope that you will understand this
letter, signed by prominent muftis, imams and Muslim intellectuals in Europe, as
the voice of reason and knowledge that Adam and Eve are our common father and
mother. It is not possible that we know everything about each other, but it is possible
that we accept one another in the way as we present ourselves to each other without

prejudice or fear.
We accept you and we beg for your acceptance of us without prejudice or fear.

It is not enough that we have an awareness of each other. It is necessary that we
have a willingness to accept one another in a spirit of common good for all of us here
and now in Europe, which has no reason to be afraid of anyone or anything, least
of all Islam and Muslims, who in their names carry the meaning of the Peaceful Man.

Here, my dear friends, I would like to bring you a few quotes from the Holy Quran
which tells us of our spiritual common ground and thus releases us of the fear from
one another:

And We said: “O Adam! Dwell thou and thy wife in the Garden, and eat ye freely of
the fruits thereof where ye will; but come not near this tree lest ye become wrongdoers.”
[2:35]1 Say O Muslims: “We believe in God and that which is revealed unto us and
that which was revealed unto Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and
the tribes, and that which Moses and Jesus received, and that which the Prophets
received from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and unto
Him we have surrendered.” [2:136] And when the angels said: “O Mary! Lo! God
hath chosen thee and made thee pure, and hath preferred thee above all women of
creation.” [3:42] [Jesus said:] “And I come confirming that which was before me of
the Torah, and to make lawful some of that which was forbidden unto you. I come
unto you with a sign from your Lord, so keep your duty to God and obey me.” [3:50]
She [Mary] said: “My Lord! How can I have a child when no mortal hath touched
me?” He [Gabriel] said: “So it will be. God createth what He will. If He decreeth
a thing, He saith unto it only: Be! And it is.” [3:47] And remember when the angels



said: “O Mary! Lo! God giveth thee glad tidings of a word from Him, whose name
is the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, illustrious in the world and the Hereafter, and

one of those brought near to God.” [3:45]

Finally, I would like you to join me in this prayer that I have repeatedly recited
at the collective funeral in Potocari nearby Srebrenica for the souls of the victims
of Genocide:

Dear God, if we forget Thee, Do not forget us!
If we make a mistake, give us the strength the repentance of Adam!

If we are darkened by false belief, enlighten us with the true faith of Ibrahim!
If disaster befalls us, teach us how to build the Noh’s Ark of salvation!

If we are caught with the fear of tyrants, empower us with the justice of Moses!

If we are offered hatred, save us with the love of Jesus!

If we were expelled from our homes, strengthen us with Muhammad’s desire to
return to our homes!
Dear God, may peace be upon all of the Prophets of God, Adam, Noah, Abraham,
Moses Jesus and Muhammad!
Your Eminences, in the hope that we will meet always in peace and understanding,

please accept my sincere expressions of love and respect.
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Mustafa Ceri¢, PhD

Grand Mufti of the Islamic Community
of Bosnia and Herzegovina

(1993-2012)
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Mustafa CERIC
(Bosnian pronunciation: [mustafa: tserite], born 5 February 1952) is a Bosniak imam who served as the Grand Mufti of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and currently president of the World Bosniak Congress.

Ceri¢ graduated from the Madrasah in Sarajevo and received a scholarship to Al-Azhar University in Cairo, Egypt.
He then returned to Yugoslavia, where he became an Imam. In 1981, he accepted the position of Imam at the Islamic
Cultural Center of Greater Chicago (ICC) in Northbrook, Illinois and lived in the United States for several years. During
his time in the United States, he learned English and earned a Ph.D. degree in Islamic Studies at the University of Chicago.
After his studies, he left the ICC and returned to Yugoslavia and became an Imam again in a learning center in
Zagreb in 1987.

Ceri¢ is a member of several local and international scientific organisations and societies, including the Interreligious
Council of Bosnia-Herzegovina, the Foundation of Srebrenica-Potocari Memorial and Cemetery, the Council of
100 Leaders of the World Economic Forum, the European Council for Fatwas and Research, Religion for Peace, the
Executive Committee of the European Council of Religious Leaders, the Board of Trustees of International Islamic
University Islamabad, the Sharia’h Board of Bosnia Bank International, the Figh Academy in Mecca, Aal Albayt
Foundation for Islamic Thought in Jordan, the World Council of Religions for Peace, International Commission for
Peace Research chaired by Henry Kissinger, UNESCO and the Executive Council of World Forum of Ulama. He has
delivered numerous lectures and led several workshops on interreligious and interfaith issues at local and international
conferences.

He is one of the signatories of A Common Word Between Us and You, an open letter by Islamic scholars to Christian
leaders, calling for peace and understanding. Ceri¢ is also a member of the Committee of Conscience fighting against
the Holocaust denial.

At his public speeches as the one in 2010 organised by Foundation For Ethnic Understanding he calls for common
efforts on behalf of humanity and better understanding between the religious communities.

Ceri¢, like most Bosniaks, believes in a fairly liberal interpretation of Islam. He believes democracy and Islam can coexist.

He was the co-recipient of the 2003 UNESCO Felix Houphouet-Boigny Peace Prize and recipient of the International
Council of Christians and Jews Annual Sternberg Award “for exceptional contribution to interfaith understanding.”
He also received the 2007 Theodor-Heuss-Stiftung award for his contribution to spreading and strengthening democracy.”
In 2007, he was named the recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award by the Association of Muslim Social
Scientists UK “in recognition of his distinguished contributions to better understanding between Faiths, outstanding
scholarship, for promoting a climate of respect and peaceful co-existence, and a wider recognition of the place of faith
in Europe and the West.” He is also a 2008 recipient of Eugen Biser Foundation award for his efforts in promoting
understanding and peace between Islamic and Christian thought. In 2008, Ceri¢ accepted the invitation of Tony Blair to
be on the advisory council of the Tony Blair Faith Foundation. In 2010, he received the King Abdullah I Bin Al-Hussein
International Award and in 2012 he received the Ducci.

Publications: Bosnia’s Dangerous Tango: Islam and Nationalism, 2015; The challenge of a single Muslim authority
in Europe, 2007; Islam in Europe. “Bosnian Islam” as a Model?, 2007; Bosnian Muslims in Germany - Everyday
Euro-Islam, 2007; A Choice Between War and Peace; A Declaration of European Muslims, 2006; A Dialogue of the
Cultures Instead of the Clash of Civilisations, 2006; The West Does Not Want to Share Its Values, 2004; Roots of
Synthetic Theology in Islam, 2003...

Ceri¢ is fluent in Bosnian, English and Arabic language, and cites a “passive knowledge” of Turkish, German and
French language.



VATIKAN

SUSRET REISU-L-ULEME S PAPOM
MINA, 8.11.2008
Posebnost susreta 24 muslimanska sa 24 katolicka teologa-intelektuaca je u ¢injenici da je ovo prvi susret gdje ¢e katolici i muslimani u otvorenom dijalogu razmijeniti
misljenja o zajedni¢kim temama kao $to su ljubav prema Bogu i ljubav prema susjedu.
Muslimansku delegaciju, koju &ine istaknuti muslimanski autoriteti danadnjice, kao 3to su prof. Seyyid Husejn Nast, dr. Abdul Hakim Murad Winter, prof. Tarig Ramadan,
na ovom povijesnom dijaloskom susretu izmedu katolika i muslimane u Vatikanu predvodi reisu-l-ulema dr. Mustafa Ceri¢. Katoli¢ku delegaciju predvodi kardinal
Jean-Louis Tauran, predsjednik Pontificijalnog vije¢a za meduvjerski dijalog, koji je u svom pozdravnom govoru naglasio da “meduvjerski dijalog nema alternativu i zato
je duznost svakog razumnog i odgovornog ¢ovjeka da promice duh dijaloga, posebno meduvjerskog.” U odgovoru na pozdravnu rije¢ kardinala Tauranija, reisu-l-ulema
Ceri¢ je u ime muslimanske delegacije, izmedu ostalog, rekao: “Ovo je za nas pravo mjesto da kaZzemo nasim komsijama-kri¢anima Sirom svijeta da je islam vjera mira i
da sumuslimani miroljubivi ljudi, Svima bi ve¢ trebelo biti jasno da predrasude o Casnom Kur'anu i neprimjereni gover o Allahovim poslanicima od Adema preko Nuha,
Ibrahima, Musaa, Isaa i Muhammed, a.s., nece rijesiti probleme droge, side, abortusa, siromastva, seksualne eksploatacije, zagadenja prirodne okoline, mrznje (hate-

crime), ubojstva, samoubojstva i terorizma u svijetu. Rje3enje za ta i druga zla danasnjice treba traZiti u ljubavi prema Uzvisenom Bogu i ljubavi prema c¢ovjeku-komsiji.

Bosnia’s Muslims may honor John Paul Il Bosnian mufti, shocked in 2006,
with monument : says he’s happy after Vatican forum
28,2011 - . e (lerical Whispers - Saturday, November 08, 2008
Although he said he had been shocked by Pan enedict X
Bosnia's Muslim community may erect a new monument
to Pope John Paul Il in the capital city of Sarajevo. The
ntiff is beatified
at a service in St Peter’s Square in Rome.

“Pope John Paul Il is one of the most important figures
of the 20th century,” Mustafa Ceric, a leader of the com-
munity told Associated Press, April 27.

Ceric met the Pope when religious leaders gathere:
the Italian town of Assisi to pray for world peace bac : To qualify 1
1986. But it's thr_e solidarity that Pope Johnrl-‘au! offered ot Tt e M’a
to Bosnians during the darkest chapters of their recent thatwas as
history that gains the late pontiff most gratitude.
arified that he was not endor:
From 1992 to 1996 the majority Muslim population of 1 E d the othel
Sarajevo endured a brutal siege at the hands of rival % h letter to the pope v
Serb forces. Ceric says that the people of the city waited
“every Sunday to hear his (Pope John Paul’s) messages
of hope,” carried across the radio airwa This is why
| think he deserves to have a statue here in the city of
Sarajevo,’ he says.
to come together and
Pope John Paul had wanted to visit Sarajevo at the height . . The three-day m:
of the siege but his trip was canceled after the Serb forc- f
es said they couldn't guarantee his safety.

He did eventually visit in 1997, a year after the war con-
cluded, to be met by thankful crowds in front of Sar:
jevo's cathedral. Many of those who came te meet and

greet the Pope were Muslim. Hence, that’s also now
the location most touted as home for any new monu-
ment to him.

arajevo to report to m
. » i sons and daughters, that th
Says Ceric, “In the 21st century we are missing such a d
sonality as John Paul [l wa




A COMMON WORD - 'Love of God, love of neighbo

The Spirit of the “Magna Charta of Dialogue”
- Vatican, November 4-6 2008

Love of God, Love of Neighbor - This summit centered on the theme "Love of God, Love of Neighbor” and marked the third majer gathering to result from the publication of A Common Word Between

Us and You. It was also the first event to be sponsored by the Catholic-Muslim Forum of the Vatican's Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue. Sessions focused on "Theological and Spiritual Foundations”

and "Human Dignity and Mutual Respect” in each faith. Each religious tradition was represented by 24 scholars and religious leaders. In his remarks at the event, Pope Benedict XVl emphasized the connec-

tion between God's love for humanity and the religious mandate to care for the poor, the importance of protecting fundamental human rights, and the need to reject viclence in the name of God. The final
statement issued by the Forum outlined the sources of love and human dignity within each tradition and pointed to areas of cooperative action, such as care for the poor.

Called to Be Instruments of Love and Harmony - November 6, 2008- In their final statement issued after the first meeting of the Catholic-Muslim Forum on "Love of God, Love of Neighbor", partici-

pants applaud the "warm and convivial spirit” of the dialogue and outline where they found areas of commonality and difference. The statement begins by using scriptural quotations to explain how each

tradition understands love. It then explores how this love should be manifested in human relationships, including respect for human dignity and religious freedom, the rejection of violence, and care for the

poor and oppressed. The statement also stresses the important role of education in improving interreligious understanding. The statement concludes with the participants agreeing to reconvene in two years
in a Muslim-majority country.

Love of God, love of neighbor’ dialog
Father Joseph D, Wallace, Star Herald - 04 December 2008

“A New Era of Openness towards
Mutual Understanding and Dialogue”
Fr. Markus Solo SV, Pantifical Council for Interreligious

Dialogue, Vatican City
The Spirit of the
“Magna Charta of Dialogue”

Earfier this manth a rather historic gathering of Roman
Catholic and Muslim leadiers took place at the Vatican.
It was the first meeting of the newly formed Catho-
lie-Muslim Forum, The Forum participants, 28 Muslim
and 28 Catholic representatives, met at the Vatican
Nov. 4-6 to discuss the first topic of their newly estab-
lished dialogue, "Lave of Gad, Love of Neighbor The
group was chosen by the Pontifical Councilfor terre-
ligious Dialogue and the 138 Mushim leaders who sent
an open letter to Pope Benedict XV and other Chiris-
tian leaders last October. Members of the farum ex-
pressed that Muslims and Christians must work to-
gether to protect religious freedom and learn more:
about one another's faith 5o that they may more ef-
fectively witness to the world the reality of God. The
“Letter” presented the dual commandment of love
of God and love of neighbor as a comman ward” of
Islam and Christianity and as a possible topic for a
dialogue that would go deeper than discussing tra-

donalmoralsocial and clturlvalues by focusing
ontheological and

Christians and Muslims live together in various parts
of the world for the last 1400 years. The Vatican Coun-
il Il through her document Nostra Aetate (NA), in-
vited Catholics to make efforts to understand the dif-
ferent religions especially lslam (cfr. NA 3).We can very
well say that the Cathalic Church established its first
formal relationship with the Muslim faithful thraugh
NA - what Pope Benedict X1 called “Magna Charta
of Dialogue”
The Catholic-Muslim Forum formed by the Pontifical
Council for Interreligious Dialague and a delegation
of 138 Muslim signataries with their"Open Letter”after
the Regensburg lecture are borm in the spirit of NA and
i new era of -
derstanding between the Cathalic Christians and
Muslims. Bath the Muslim and Catholic scholars showed
keen interest in the agenda of the first mesting, held
from 4-6 November 2008 in the Vatican,

.. In discussing the Forum, Mustafa Ceric, the grand
mufti of Bosnia-Herzegovina, responded to the pope's
remarks by saying that dialogue is the key not only
to justice and peace, but alse to countering exag-
gerated forms of secularism that have led to“wealth
without effort, pleasure without conscience, educa-
tion without morality, business without ethics, poli
tics without principles, science without responsibil-
ity, faith without sacrifice and religion without com-
passion” The mufti said to the pope, Love s strength-

ened by working to overcome conflicts together”

Catholics, Muslims open land-
mark talks at Vatl:an
Senior d Isle i d
their first Catholic- Mushm Forum on Tues-
day to improve relations between the world's
two largest faiths by discussing what unites
and divides them.

Muslims seek crisis manage-
ment plan with Vatican

Yale hosts high-level Christian-
Muslim dialogue

Delegation leaders Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran and

Bosnian Grand Mufti Mustafa Ceric opened the

session witha moment of slence so delegations, each

comprising 28 members and advisers, could say their
‘awn prayers for its success.

“ltwas a very cordial atmosphere;” one delegate said.

JOSERH b

CATHOLIC-MUSLIM FORUM FIRST SEMINAR ROME, TUESDAY 4™ - THURSDAY 6™ NOVENBER 2008:“Love of God, Love of Neighbor”
Thursday, 6 November 2008; Audience of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI

Address by: His Eminence Mustafa Ceric, Grand Mufti of Bosnia

Bismillahir-rahmanir-rahim Wassalatu ala Rasulilllahi wa ikhwanihil Your Holiness, Dear Friends,
Itis a great delight for me to speak with Your Holiness on behalf of the Muslim delegation with an open heart of love for God and love of neighbor as the Common Word between us and you urges, for the sake of peace and justice in the world. Your meeting
with our delegation is not only a major step forward for the Muslim-Catholic dialogue, but also affords great hope for a better future of the whole humanity. It has been reported that the Caliph Harun al-Rashid asked the great Muslim jurist al-Shafi to speak
about the Book of God, but he replied to the Caliph:
- About which of the Books of God you want me to speak, O Caliph of the Believers, for God has revealed many books? (5 ls 2 58l Urlelgdt o 22 Itis in this spirit of religious openness of the Islamic tradition that
e Musiims appreclate the message of the Second Vatican CouncllIn s declaration Nostra Aetate, This fact gives us hope for a i foundation for the Common Word between us and you as we are facing many challenges f our time. « And we are
told in the Holy Qur'an: By the ages, man is in loss except those who have faith and do righteous deeds and those who tell the truth and encourage others to tell the truth and those who are patient and encourage others to be patient in peace and
justice (Qur'an: 103). And we are reminded in the Bible: To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven ( Ecclesiastes 3:1 - 8). Then, what is the purpose of our age? Is it the clash or alliance of civilizations? Is it violence
or reconciliation? What are the fears of our time? And what are the hopes? The fears are many. Ours is a time of grave sins, such as: wealth without without conscience; educ hout morality; business without ethics; politics
without principles; science without responsibility; faith without sacrifice; and religion without compassion. But aur hopes are many. Ours is a time of great opportunities in the sense that the rich nations must share their wealth with the poor na-
tions; that men of full stomachs must understand the grief of hungry people; that poar children must share the joy of education and success In soclety with thelr peers; that refugees must retur o their homes and share the blessings of safety and
freedom with the rest of the world without racism, and Qurs could be the of times if we knew that the true law is in the heart. The drama of war and peace, the story of hate and love, the state of fear and hope, the
reason of might and right - arein the h heart. We, the children of Adam, should repent for our sins like cur father Adam in humility and submission to Almighty God for the sake of the birth of new seasons of human life.
For ours should be a time of the healing of human hearts, not the killing of human minds; ours should be a time to build up a civilization that will gather building: her instead of ¢ away; ours should be a time to embrace each
other in the love of God who created us all, not to turn away from our neighbor; ours should be a time of love, not hate, a time of peace and justice, not war; a time not to keep silent, but to speak out fearlessly as Christians and Muslims for the Holy
Land to become a place of Holy Peace. The need for the Muslim-Catholic dialogue is abvious not only because of our claim to the common heritage of Abraham, but also because of our heritage of a historical interaction that could not be avoided in
the past and a historical responsibility that cannot be ignored in the future. Itis precisely in this historical unavoidability of the encounter of Catholicism and Islam that we see the reason for the advancement of A Commen Word Between Us and You
in many areas of mutual concern such as war and peace; justice and injustice; hunger and paverty; and the trust and prosperity of the world. Love is strengthened by working ta overcome conflicts together. Your Holiness, dear friends: | am a survivor
of the four years of the Sarajevo siege at the end of the last century. As you know Bosnian g ide. | have come hy with you in prayer for truth, justice, peace and reconciliation of our common land of Europe. We will not
forget your predecessor John Paul i when he repeatedly saic:- You are not alone. We are with you in aur prayers| Having heard that | would speak with you today, some Bosnian children, who lost their fathers in Srebrenica, asked me to read to you
thelr Bosnian prayer:
Oh God: Dia not let deceive us; Nor us to despairs remind us that failure Is a templation; That precedes success!: Oh God; Teach us that tolerance; Is the highest degree of povrer; And the desire for revenge; The first sign of weakness!;
Oh God; If you deprive us of our property; Give us hopel; If you grant us with success; Give us also the will to overcome defeat!; If you take from us the blessing of health; Pravide us with the blessing of faithl; Oh God; If we sin against people; Give us the
strength of apolt if people sin against strength of Oh God:; If we forget Thee; Do not forget us!




MUSLIM BUILDERS OF WORLD
CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE

The 500 most influental muslims 2009,2010, 2011 and 2012
Notable Muslims

Musli

he World's Most Influ

The 500 Most Influential Muslims In The World

The Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Center untuk pertama kalinya menerbitkan buku“The 500 Most Influential Muslims In The World” tahun 2009,

Para tokoh Muslim dari seluruh dunia yang terpilih masuk dalam daftar itu adalah kalangan Muslim yang dianggap memiliki kemampuan untuk mempengaruhi kondisi kema-
nusian dan mampu membawa perubahan dalam kehidupan banyak orang. “500 Muslim Paling Berpengaruh di Dunia” sepanjang tahun 2009 itu, dibagi dalam 15 katagori,
antara lain katagori ulama, politisi, cendikiawan, perempuan, pemuda, ilmu dan teknologi, media sampai katagori muslim radikal.

Dalam pengantar buku yang diterbitkan bersama lembaga Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Christian-Muslim Understanding ini disebutkan, tujuan diterbitkannya buku ini
untuk membantu dan membuka wawasan tentang pengaruh umat Islam di dunia saat ini dan beragamnya kelompokkelompok Islam yang ada di seluruh dunia. Penyusu-
nan buku ini melibatkan pengamat dunia Islam yang namanya sudah dikenal luas di dunia internasional, Profesor John Esposito dan Profesor Ibrahim Kalin sebagai editor
utama. Dalam daftar 500 Muslim yang dianggap paling berpengaruh di dunia, terdapat sejumlah nama tokoh Muslim dari Indonesia, antara lain Profesor Doktor Din Syam-
suddin, pimpinan Muhammadyah, dai kondang Abdullah "AA Gym" Gymnastiar dan Dr KH Ahcmad Hasyim Muzadi, pimpinan Nahdlatul Ulama.

Ketiga tokoh Muslim Indonesia itu bahkan masuk dalam jajaran 50 tokch peringkat teratas diantara 500 tokoh yang paling berpengaruh di dunia.

Dua tokoh Muslim lainnya yang masuk dalam buku “The 500 Most Influential Muslim 2009 adalah penulis dan tokoh sastra Indonesia, Helvy Tiana Rosa, pengusaha Muslim
Haidar Bagir-pendiri dan direktur penerbitan buku Mizan, Ustadzah kondang Tutty Alawiyah bahkan Abdurahman Wahid (Gus Dur), Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono dan se-
jumlah tokoh Muslim yang di Indonesia justeru kerap menimbulkan kontroversi dan pengusung Islam liberal, misalnya tokoh feminis Musdah Mulia yang juga masuk

dalam daftar di buku tersebut.
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REIS CERIC MEDU 50 NAJUTICAJNUIH
MUSLIMANA U SVIJETU
MINA, 20 Novembar 2003,

Agencija Reuters e 17. novembra 2009 godine objavia mfnr

maciju o jt jige “Petsto (500)
na u svijerw”. 0d th patstotina napravljen je uf Ibor od 50
ijih medu kojima Je i eisu-+

nice u Bosni | Hercegovini, . Mustafa . Ceri. Da bise shva
tila vn]ednosl selekcije SO najutjecajnijih muslimana u svije:
ki A
dulah bm Al Saud koji je na prvom mjestu, te jordanski kralj
Abdulah i marokanski kral Muhamed , zatim drzovnici koo
$to su turski premijer Reds \ te duhovni
#to su ajatullah Ali Hamenei, sejh Jusuf Karadavi, ajatullah
Husein Sistani, te egipatski muftija Ali Dzuma i mnogi drugl.
Knjiga pod naslovom "500 najuticajnijih muslimana u svijetu
2a 2009, godinu® na prvorm mjestu promovira, toplistu od 50°
muslimana giji uticaj se moke osjetiti u medunarodnom kon
tekstu. Bez obzira §to njihov uticaj proizilazi iz razlicitih pod-
nucja, svima je zajecnicko to da imaju znacajan utica) na veliki
broj ljudi. Na top listi 50 najuticajnijih muslimana istaknute su
i vste liénosti: kraljevi, duhovni ugitel | medijske edukato
1i. Kako urednici navade u uvodu: Uticaj u islamskom svijetu
ran U odredencm kantekstu. Ne postofi jasna hi-
Jerarhija niti organizovano svecenstvo za muslimane kako bi
se prepoznac voda, kao £o je patrijarh za pravoslavne krida-
neili papa za katolike. Brema tome, kriterlj se nametnuo kroz
raznolikost faktora u odredivanju 50 najuticajnijih musiman-
Nakon isticanja :
dok naizsvijeta 15 kate-
gorija - udenjaci, paliticari, administratori, tradicicnalisti, propo-
viednic, zene, mladi, flantropisti, fjudi zaslutn za razvoj u nauci
itehnologlji;umjetnosti | kulturi, radikal, slam-
ske organizacile | pitanja danainjice. Urednici navode da je cif
da se pormogne gitaocu u razumijevanju razlicitih natina na koje
islam i muslimani utjeu na svijet. Reisu--ulema Islamske za-
Jednice u Bosni i Hercegovini dr. Mustafa ef. Cerié se nalazi na
39. mjestu na ovom paljivo sadinjenom spisku top liste 50 od
500 najuticajnihih muslimana danas u svijetu. Urednici navode
i dc Mustafa Cer “rvexda vodlj a sam u Evtop  vdeca

ma Mustafa Ceri “zrazit u podrucju medureligijskog dijaloga
i smatra voda danas”
U obrazl izbor na top listu 50 y musli
mana reisu-l-uleme Ceriéa narotito se istice Deklaracija evrop-
skih muslimana koju je napisac 2006, godine. Nadalje za re-
isu-l-ulemu Cerica se kaze da je zagovornik medukulturnog
dijaloga,te da je 2009. godine, uprkos upozorenjima o mogu
otitao u Srbiju i govorio u Tutinu
o potrebi Boinjaka i Srba da Zive zajedno. Ona $toje znatajno
2a ovu knjiqu jeste da su glavni urednici dva etablirana i svjet-
ski poznata profesora sa Dordztaun univerziteta u Vasingto-
nu (Georgetown University), profesari John Esposito i Ibrahim
Kalin. Oni ov knjigu predstavijaju kao prvu u godiénjem pri-
kazu glavnih lignosti u svij ¢epo-
stati norma da e se nastaviti ova vrsta izbora najutjecajnijin
muslimana u svijetu. Profesor John Esposito je direktor Centra
Princ Alwaleed Bin Talal, a profesor Kalin je zastupnik inicija-
tive dijakoga. Zajednicka rije<” Knjiga je zajednizki poduhvat
Royal Strategic Studies Center (Kraljevski centar za strateske
studije) i Princ Alwaleed Bin Talal Centra za muslimansko-kr-
ansko razumijevanje na D2ord#taun univerzitetu u Vasingto
nu. Knjiga “500 najuticajnijih muslimana u svijetu 2a 2009. go-
dinu” nastoji da istakne ljude koji su uticajni kao muslimani,
1) ljude &iji utica] proizilazi iz njihovog prakticiranja islama il
iz tinjenice da su musiimani,te time daje vrijedan uvid u razne
natine kojima musimani utjeéu na svijet u raznolikosti natina
#ivota muslimana danagnjice.

«Kao duhovni voda bosanskih muslimana, Ceri¢ se poziva na historiju medureligijske i meduetnicke tolerancije i saradnje u zemlji, $to je kijuc za nacionalnu obnovu i osnova za
i1 saradnje kako produktivan tako i ispravan odraz bosanskog identiteta...lako neki vide raznolikost vjera u Bosni kao izopacenost i

trajan mir... Ceri¢ vjeruje da je duh o

slabost, Ceric to vidi kao znak regionalne snage. On kontinuirano osuduje terorizam i rasizam, odraZzavajuci i naglasavajuci stavove onih koje on predvodi... Krucijalna Cericeva uloga

kao nacionalnog iscjeljitelja i mirotvorca, priznata je izborom u Savjetodavno vijece Svjetskog instituta za politicka pitanja New School Univerziteta, te ukljucenjem u dijalog

wIslamski svijet - Amerika - Zapad®, koji promovira vecu komunikaciju u islamskom svifetu i o islamskom svijetu u Sjedinjenim DrZavama i Zapadu. Uz Cericevo vjersko vodstvo u
Bosni, on takoder radi na tome da izgradi i ojaca veze izmedu bosanskih muslimana i drugih musilimanskih zajednica Sirom svijeta..




